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and his court is under subjection to the same influence.
The President has, against all admonitions and warnings,
been passive and impenetrable, until he is powerless. I do
not perceive any benefit to himself by removing Stanton
at this time. One year ago it would have been effective,
and he would have retained Grant and the Army; he would
have had a different Congress; the country was then with
him, and would have continued so. But the conspirators
and intriguers have bound him hand and foot; he has
permitted his prerogative to be despoiled, the executive
authority and rights to be circumscribed, until he is weak
and powerless.

Stanton may defy him, and shelter himself under the
Tenure-of-Office Bill, which contains a clause in relation
to Cabinet-officers, introduced by his friends and for the
special purpose of retaining him in place. When this sub-
ject was before the Cabinet, no one more strongly repro-
bated this flagrant abuse or more strongly declared that
the law was unconstitutional than Stanton. He protested
with ostentatious vehemence that any man who would
retain his seat in the Cabinet as an adviser when his advice
was not wanted was unfit for the place. He would not,
he said, remain a moment. I remember his protestations,
for I recollected at the time he had been treacherous and
faithless to Buchanan. I knew, moreover, he had since
as well as then betrayed Cabinet secrets.

August 6. Before the session of the Cabinet commenced
this morning, the President invited me into the library and
informed me that he had a note from Stanton refusing to
resign. I was a good deal astonished, though since yester-
day my doubts in regard to his course have increased. His
profuse expressions of readiness to resign, declarations
that any gentleman would decline to remain an intruder,
etc., etc., when the Tenure-of-0ffi.ce Bill was under con-
sideration were mere pretenses to cover his intrigues.
The President had requested Seward, Stanton, and myself